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Secular Franciscan Herald 

Different Faith Reactions to the Resurrection Story in the 
Gospel of John 

   Mary Magdalene visits the tomb of Jesus “early in the 
morning.” Her first visit reveals the loss she experiences in 
the violent death of Jesus. When she discovers the empty 
tomb, she concludes that His enemies have taken him 
away. She then runs to tell Peter and the other disciple 
whom Jesus loved (the gospel does not use the name 
John). She tells them, “They have taken the Lord from the 
tomb and we don’t know where they put Him.”  
   Peter and John both ran to the tomb together. John 
arrived first, he bent down and saw the burial clothes 
there, but did not go in. Peter arrived after him, went into 
the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth 
that had covered Jesus’ head laying alongside it. This 
neatness would not have been if someone had taken Him. 
Then John went in and he saw and believed. This indicates 
Peter’s Primacy, Peter is in charge and John’s Ecclesiology 
and Christology. They did not previously understand that 
He had to rise from the dead. There are different roles in 
the Church. 
   Mary Magdalene looked into the tomb and saw two 
angels. She also saw the place where Jesus had been and 
asked, “Where is my Lord?” Tell me where He is and I will 
take Him away.” Grief has overtaken her. In the state of 
grief people do not make sense. The corpse is heavy, she 
could not carry Him anywhere. She then turned 
(conversion) and saw Jesus standing there. She does not 
recognize Him. He says, “Mary!” She responds with 
“Rabbuni,” an enduring term for Teacher. Jesus says, “Do 
not touch me.” (Do not try to hold me back from going to 
my Father. Do not continue to touch me as you have in 
the past). Rather go to my brothers and sisters and tell 
them I am ascending to my Father and your Father, My 
God and your God.” Mary goes proclaiming the gospel for 
the first time, announcing: “I have seen the Lord and He 
has said these things to me.” I HAVE WITNESSED THE 
RESURRECTION! 
   Peace and Blessings, in Him we have Risen to New Life. 
Happy Easter to all! 

Sr. Mary Ann Capizzo, OSF 

Blessed Easter to everyone! 

The Herald of a King   

Francis, The Journey and the Dream, by Murray Bodo 

    Faces in the crowd, always faces, staring at you or staring 

inward at themselves.  Distracted faces, concentrated faces.  

Happy faces, anxious faces.  Francis wanted to take them all 

to himself, to hold them between his hands and, looking 

quietly into their eyes, whisper, “Peace and good.” 

    Some faces seemed to fix upon him the searching, 

expectant look of those whose journey had no end, of those 

who wandered aimlessly through life because they did not 

know what else to do, or because they were fleeing from 

something rather than toward something.  For these Francis 

had the most compassion because they had no dream and 

because the dream would have to come from within 

themselves where all was barren desert.  Or could someone 

else find the dream for them? 

    He began to wonder if everyone heard an inner Voice as 

he had, or whether some heard only human voices.  If his 

Dream were something very special, then perhaps he would 

have to become a voice from Christ for others to hear.  He 

would have to become the Herald of Christ, singing aloud 

the glory of the Dream that God had made for everyone.  As 

he walked about the countrysides and through the streets of 

all the world, he would imagine that he was taking each face 

from the anonymous crowds and breathing hope and love 

into it.  He would share the Dream. 

    So, in sackcloth robe and with a poor rope tightened 

around his waist and a cross chalked on the front and back, 

Francis set out like a knight clad in the finest armor and 

bearing the shield of the King of Kings.  In his excitement 

and joy, he cried aloud, “I am the Herald of the Great King.”  

It mattered nothing to him that a herald was never a knight, 

and knight never a herald. 

    He smiled now with tears in his eyes as he thought of 

what a fool he must have seemed to anyone who heard him 

crying aloud, “I am the Herald of the Great King,” and then 

saw him skipping along the road, a poor little wisp of a man, 

the very picture of a Court Fool.  How lovely it all was, and 

even now in memory he felt stronger, and almost tried to 

rise from the ground and set out again, the King-Fool-

Herald-Lover of the Word. What kind of face do we show?  

Are we a 'Herald for Christ' in this world, or are we still 

barren inside, looking and not finding.  Rise up during this 
Lenten season and become the King-Fool-Herald-Lover of 
the Word and spread it far and wide!   

Janice Rybaski OFS, minister 
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Calendar of Events 

April 2019 
9th- GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
PRAYER LEADER-CHARLOTTE VANRISSEGHEM 
PRAYER-LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
11th-birthday- Bev Nouis, Feast Day-St Stanislaus 
13th-profession anniversary-Janet Berendt, Patty 
Commerford, Josephine Larson, Collette Peterson 
14th-Palm Sunday 
18th-Holy Thursday 
19th-profession anniversary- Rita Toenies - Good Friday 
20th-Vigil of Easter 
21st-Easter Sunday 
28th-Divine Mercy Sunday 
29th -St Catherine of Siena 
30th-St Pius V 
May 2019 
3rd-birthday-Ann Lochner 
11th-birthday-Beverly Nouis 
12th-Mother’s Day 
13th-Our Lady of Fatima 
14th- GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
PRAYER LEADER-JANET BERENDT 
PRAYER-CROWN ROSARY 
St Matthias 
15th-St Isidore the Farmer 
18th-St John I 
19th-profession anniversary-Rita Toenies 
20th-St Bernardine of Siena 
22nd-St Rita of Cascia 
25th-St Bede the Venerable 
30th-The Ascension of the Lord 
31st-The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

 

Minutes of Regular Council Meeting, March 12, 2019 
St. Otto’s Conference Room, 5:00 PM 

   Members present: Jan Rybaski Sue Zenzen, Kathy 
Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt and 
Sister Mary Ann Capizzo.   Minister Jan opened 
the meeting with prayers from The Ritual.  Sr. Mary Ann 
read scripture verses from “Jesus Calling”.   
   Upcoming events:  Oasis Share a Meal in 
October:  suggested meal of Sloppy Joes, chips, cole-slaw 
and cookies/bars. 
Bingo at Nouis Place July 17.  Annual Year Sale during 
Pierz city-wide sale in April at the home of Kay 
Voegtle.  Donations of articles are welcome.  Queen of 
Peace Regional Spring retreat, Saturday, March 23 at St. 
Francis Convent with fraternities from Grand Forks, Browns 
Valley and Little Falls, 8:30 AM-3:00 PM.   $30 at the 
door.  Mass celebrant Bishop Donald Kettler on the 
anniversary of beatification of St. Oscar Romero.  Members 
will meet Friday to help set up tables with centerpieces, 
book donations and silent auction items. Queen of Peace 
Regional Retreat at King’s House, Buffalo May 31-June 
2.  $175 for weekend. 
   Prayers from The Ritual at 5:40 PM closing the meeting. 
Gathering in St. Otto’s Hearthside Room – 6:00 PM. 
Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Sue Zenzen, Kathy 
Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, 
Sister Mary Ann Capizzo, David Czech, Rita Vosen, Pam 
Geyer, Elvira Stumpf and Patty 
Commerford.  Excused:  Karen Gross.  Following a bag 
lunch, the meeting opened with prayers from The 
Ritual.  Minister Jan shared council meeting 
information.  February minutes were read and approved as 
printed.  Treasurer’s report reviewed and approved. 
Patty led Stations of the Cross according to Mary.  Gospel 
reading for Sunday, March 17 were read and 
discussed.  Faith formation led by Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Franciscan Spirituality and Work by Pauline Cahalan, ofs.   
   Meeting closed at 8:10 PM with prayers from The Ritual. 
Treasurer’s report:   
Beginning balance: 2-12-2019                               $1,244.61 
Receipts:    Common fund:      $89.00 
India family:                                 2.00 
Interest:                                         .05                                 
Total:                               91.05 
No disbursements 
Ending balance: 3-12-2019                                  $1,3335.66 

Janet Berendt, ofs secretary 
 

 

candlesticks.  Good Friday is marked by a ritual unveiling of 
the main cross near the altar.  This is the day that marks 
the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  The Catholic worship service 
does not include Communion on this day.  Catholics may 
ritually kiss the feet of the Jesus figure upon the cross.       
After nightfall on Holy Saturday, Catholics hold an Easter 
vigil service, which represents the faithful awaiting the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ after his burial.  In some 
congregations, this vigil service is held before dawn on 
Easter Sunday.  This service includes a ceremony of light 
and darkness, in which a paschal candle is lit to represent 
the resurrection of Christ; members of the congregation 
form a solemn procession to the altar. 
   The Easter Vigil is considered the pinnacle of the Easter 
Triduum, especially for Catholics, and is usually celebrated 
with a devotion equal to that bestowed on Easter itself.  
   Easter Sunday marks the end of the Triduum and the 
beginning of the seven-week Easter season that will end 
with Pentecost Sunday.  Easter Sunday church services for 
Catholics as well as Protestants is a joyous celebration of 
resurrection and rebirth of Jesus and mankind.  Popular 
Easter symbolism includes many images of rebirth as found 
in the world of nature and from religious traditions through 
history, including fragrant lilies, newborn animals, and 
spring plant growth.  

What Is the Easter Triduum?  The three 24-hour periods of the triduum 
include the major feasts for all four days at the heart of the Easter 
celebration: the evening feast of Holy Thursday (also called Maundy 
Thursday), Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday.  The Easter 
Triduum memorializes the suffering, death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  Holy Thursday begins with the evening Mass of the Lord's 
Supper, during which bells are rung and the organ played.  The bells and 
organ will then remain silent until the Easter Vigil Mass.  The Mass of the 
Lord's Supper includes a ritual washing of feet in most Catholic 
congregations.  The altars are stripped of ornamentation, leaving only the 
cross and 
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